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for the Moslem attitude to their women. It does not
even enjoin that they shall veil their faces. Centuries
ago in Central Asia, and its origin even then hidden
in the mists of antiquity, there was a fear that the Devil
could whisper in the ears of women and produce abortion,
and so women went with their ears covered which meant
their hair too. The fear became a superstition and died,
but the instinct to cover their hair remained. It was
ordered by St. Paul on Christians, that the angels might
not be carnally minded. While many Moslems, with
their animal jealousy, increased it to the veiling of the
whole face.
I looked round at the men in front of me, as I had
looked all across Anatolia, for the " Terrible Turk"
who had terrified our ancestors and set Europe by the
ears ; for the men who had stormed at the gates of
Vienna, had laid waste Buda-Pest, and massacred Bul-
garians and Armenians; for the people whose sovereign
had treated the kings of France and England as dirt,
and at last deigned to call them the " Brothers of my
Grand Vizier." I found quiet, placid people, mild and
gentle and excellent hosts, dignified yet courteous in
deference. I found them dignified and courtly, but with
the dignity of the race of rulers mixed thick with contempt
for the ruled.
I saw now that these were still the " Terrible Turks."
They were very dull and ignorant. They had no initia-
tive. They desire to be ruled and directed. Left alone
to go their own way, they were lost. I have seen sheep
in a flock bravely face a clanging tram in a crowded
street, but a sheep alone, away from all danger, is a